DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

return in their constant season, and with all
their brightness.9'1

The Queen never for a moment contemplated that
Princess Louise and her husband should make their
principal home with her, as had been her intention
in the marriages of two of her elder daughters. As
already indicated, she did not now feel the need of a
resident son-in-law, and it would have been politically
impossible, for the reason advanced by the Prince of
Wales. Though it was scarcely conceivable that
domestic propinquity would have inclined the Queen
towards Gladstonian policies, such an arrangement
was out of the question. Moreover one of the main
general reasons for the marriage was that her new
son-in-law should be an independent British subject,
heir to a great estate with solid responsibilities of
his own, and not a foreign princeling living in an
alien country, where he had no duties except that of
being the constant companion of his mother-in-law.

Similar considerations were applicable to the
bride. Princess Louise herself was far more suited
to be the mistress of a great nobleman's house than
the wife of the Queen's resident son-in-law, where
her position would have been wholly that of a de-
pendent. She would have been as much out of place
there as the Crown Princess herself: temperaments
would have clashed. Her individuality was no less
strong, and she had the same brilliantly-faceted
vitality which those two possessed to a much higher
degree than the other sisters, and which was incon-
gruous with the subdued and dominated atmosphere

1 The Duke of Argyll, Passages from the P<wf, p, 391.
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